
DuckLabs to Join Amazon Web Services, Projects to Remain Open-Source August 26, 2026

Transaction will bring the DuckLabs team and AWS together to expand the reach of DuckDB-powered data 
services while preserving the open-source projects and their Foundation stewardship.


The deal will see DuckLabs, the Amsterdam company behind the open-source database DuckDB, become 
part of AWS

DuckDB and related projects including DuckLake and Quack, stay free and open source under their MIT 
licences, with the nonprofit DuckDB Foundation continuing stewardship

DuckDB now runs at more than three million downloads a day


AMSTERDAM: August 26, 2026 — DuckLabs, the development team behind DuckDB, today announced that it 
will become part of Amazon Web Services (AWS), expected to be effective early September 2026. 


The DuckLabs team will remain in Amsterdam and continue developing DuckDB, DuckLake, Quack, and the 
wider DuckDB ecosystem.


DuckDB, DuckLake, Quack, and the other open-source components of the ecosystem will remain free and 
open source under their existing MIT licenses. The nonprofit DuckDB Foundation will continue its stewardship 
of the projects.


Hannes Mühleisen, co-founder and CEO at DuckLabs said, “Over the past five years, DuckDB has grown from 
an ambitious open-source project into technology used by developers and organisations around the world. 
Joining AWS gives our team the opportunity to build for a much larger audience while continuing to invest in 
the open-source ecosystem around and including DuckDB.”


By joining AWS, the team will gain access to additional resources, infrastructure, and customer reach as it 
works to bring DuckDB-powered technology to more developers and organisations. 


Andy Warfield, Vice President and Distinguished Engineer at AWS says:


“DuckDB is an incredible open source project with an amazing community; it is broadly used and very much 
loved by S3 customers today. After about two years of working closely with Mark, Hannes and the team at 
DuckLabs, I’m excited at the opportunity to help the project have an even broader impact. A lot of what has 
made DuckDB so successful is the fact that it is completely open source and easily embeddable in so many 
types of applications. We are committed to the project's continued development in open source and under the 
stewardship of the DuckDB Foundation. I’ve found the Duck team to be one of the most technically deep, 
humble, and high-velocity teams that I’ve ever had a chance to work with, and I’m delighted that we get to do a 
lot more of that.”

Building on an Existing Collaboration

DuckLabs and AWS have been collaborating since early 2025, including on DuckDB support for Amazon S3 
Tables and Amazon SageMaker Lakehouse. That work showed both teams how DuckDB’s embedded 
analytical capabilities could support a broader generation of data products and services. The transaction will 
allow DuckLabs and AWS to deepen that collaboration and reach users across a wider range of industries and 
technical environments.


“We have seen what the DuckLabs and AWS teams can accomplish together,” Hannes Mühleisen added. 
“AWS brings the scale and reach to introduce this technology to many more users, including people who may 
eventually rely on the Duck Stack without needing to operate a database themselves.”
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Continued Investment in Open Source

DuckLabs expects the transaction to create additional opportunities to invest in DuckDB and its open-source 
community. The company plans to expand the role of the DuckDB Foundation, including establishing an 
advisory board through which commercial users can provide input on the project roadmap. DuckLabs also 
plans to make the extension ecosystem more open by enabling DuckDB to run extensions signed by other 
developers and organisations.


Following the transaction, DuckLabs will no longer depend on converting users of its free software into 
commercial support customers. The team expects this to give it greater freedom to support a wider range of 
open-source users, contributors, integrations, and use cases.


The DuckLabs team will share further details about Foundation governance, the extension ecosystem, existing 
partnerships, and its technical roadmap as those plans develop.

Five Years of DuckLabs

DuckLabs was founded a little more than five years ago as a long-term operating home for the development 
team behind DuckDB, the high-performance analytical database. The company chose a bootstrapped model 
and remained fully owned by its founders and team members, financing its growth through feature-
development and support partnerships.


That model enabled DuckLabs to grow to more than 30 employees in Amsterdam. Over the same period, 
DuckDB adoption grew to more than three million downloads per day, according to DuckLabs.


As adoption increased, DuckLabs saw opportunities to apply its technology to more specialized problems and 
serve organizations beyond the highly technical partners supported by its existing business model. Joining 
AWS will give the team the resources and reach to pursue those opportunities without having to rebuild 
DuckLabs as a substantially different organization.

About DuckLabs

DuckLabs is the Amsterdam-based company behind the development team working on DuckDB, an open-
source analytical database designed to make data analysis fast, portable, and accessible. DuckLabs also 
develops DuckLake, Quack, and other components of the DuckDB ecosystem. The company supports 
organisations through technical partnerships, feature development, and database expertise.


For more information, visit ducklabs.com.

About Amazon Web Services

Amazon Web Services (AWS) is guided by customer obsession, pace of innovation, commitment to operational 
excellence, and long-term thinking. By democratizing technology for nearly two decades and making cloud 
computing and generative AI accessible to organizations of every size and industry, AWS has built one of the 
fastest-growing enterprise technology businesses in history. Millions of customers trust AWS to accelerate 
innovation, transform their businesses, and shape the future. With the most comprehensive AI capabilities and 
global infrastructure footprint, AWS empowers builders to turn big ideas into reality. Learn more 
at aws.amazon.com and follow @AWSNewsroom.
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